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Appendix A – Letters of Support 
 

As demonstrated by the Letters of Support, the Memphis Innovation Corridor project has broad 

support from local, state, and federal officials; as well as leaders of development and industry.  

Please find the attached Letters of Support from the following: 

 

 Honorable Lamar Alexander, United States Senator 

 Honorable David Kustoff, United States House of Representatives 

 Honorable Steve Cohen, United States House of Representatives 

 Clay Bright, Commissioner, Tennessee Department of Transportation 

 Fredrick W. Smith, Chairman of the Board and CEO of FedEx Corporation 

 Jim Strickland, Mayor, City of Memphis, Tennessee 

 Lee Harris, Mayor, Shelby County, Tennessee 

 Michael C. Bisignano, Senior Vice President, ServiceMaster Company 

 David McKinney, Vice President, AutoZone 

 Robin Diaz, Senior Vice President, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

 David Rudd, President, University of Memphis 

 Dr. Tracy D. Hall, President, Southwest Tennessee Community College 

 Kennard Brown, Executive Vice Chancellor, University of Tennessee Health Science  

 Cato Johnson, Senior Vice President, Methodist LeBonheur Healthcare 

 Beverly Robertson, President and CEO, Memphis Greater Chamber of Commerce 

 Pragati Srivastava, Administrator, Memphis Urban Area MPO 

 Jennifer Oswalt, President and CEO, Downtown Memphis Commission 

 Thomas A. Pacello, President, Memphis Medical District Collaborative 

 Reid Dulberger, President and CEO, Economic Development Growth Engine (EDGE) 

 Scott Brockman, President and CEO, Memphis and Shelby County Airport Authority  

 Kevin Kane, President and CEO, Memphis Tourism 

 Teresa Sloyan, President, Hyde Family Foundations 

 Ronald A. Belz, President, Belz Enterprises 

 Robert E. Loeb, President, Loeb Properties 

 Jason Spain, Executive Director, Tennessee Public Transportation Association (TPTA) 

 Trey Moore, Executive Director, Explore Bike Share 

 John Paul Schaffer, Executive Director, BLDG Memphis 

 Brandon M. Wellfort, President and Executive Director, Memphis Bioworks Foundation 

 Justin Entzminger, Executive Director, Innovate Memphis 

 







 

 

 

 

 

July 15, 2019 

 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao  

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2019 BUILD Application  

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

I am writing to offer my support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) application for 

the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with 

a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing 

economic activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our 

community. A successful 2019 BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public 

surface transportation project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a 

multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help 

incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment. 

 

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain the city's first 

rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project {Innovation Corridor). This project is recommended after 

three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options to access decent jobs, quality educational 

opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low 

income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with 

other modes such as streetcar service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the 

TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit 

corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 

Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure. 

 

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of dollars between 

Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor including the Memphis Medical 

District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several large retail and hotel projects along 

Union Avenue. 2019 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, 

increase access to transit and other modes of transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work. 

 

Once again, I offer my strong support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority in their application 

for the 2019 BUILD Transportation Grant. Thank you for making this opportunity available to America's communities. 

We appreciate your favorable consideration of our application.  

 

As always, I remain,  

Most sincerely,  

  

 
Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress 







Robyn Diaz
Chief LegalOfficer, SeniorVice President

Office of LegalServices

St.Jude Children's
Research Hospital

t 901595.2288 f 901595.5944
robyn.diazrastjude.orq

July 15, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2019 BUILDApplication

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, I am pleased to support the
application from the City of Memphis and the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA)
for the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant.

St. Jude is a world class research and treatment hospital for childhood catastrophic
diseases and has its main campus in the downtown area in relative proximity to the
proposed Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line. Our campus includes approximately 4,500
employees and tens of thousands of patient and family visits each year. The proposed
BRT will facilitate access for our employees living along this corridor. It will also enable
out of town family members that may arrive without personal transportation to
conveniently access the hospital and their family members.

We urge you to approve the Memphis and MATA application and will continue to
support progressive commuter options including the BRT.

Sincerely,

262 Danny Thomas Place. Memphis, TN 38105-3678 I t90l.595.3300 I wwwstjudeo-o

-------
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2019 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Mernphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. ln a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square rniles and poverty rafe above 26%o,

connecting more citizens to oppoftLrnity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety,
infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2019 BUILD
application will help Memphis to lnore quickly implernent a planned public surface transportation project
expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution that
utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help incentivize
development that will fillthe gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain the

city's first rapid transit project, the Mernphis Innovation Corridor Project (lnnovation Corridor). This project is
recommended after three years ofstudying how best to increase high- frequency travel options to access decent
jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The lnnovation Corridor will serve as an east-
west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education
centers. The lnnovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar service returning to downtown
and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share

system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides
solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit
and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of dollars
between Downtown Mernphis and the University of Memphis, and along the ìnnovation Corridor including the

Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implernentation Grant, and several large retail
and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2019 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to build
density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of transportation, and most of all
getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America's communities. We appreciate your favorable
consideration of our application.

incerely,

Office ofthe President

341 Administration Building
Memphis, Tennessee 38152-3370

President
Rudd

An Equal opportutrity. Afñ¡rutiw Action U¡iveFíty





 

 

 

 
 
July 15, 2019 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2019 BUILD Application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority 
(MATA) application for the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) 
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing 
safety, infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in Memphis. A successful 2019 BUILD 
application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation 
project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a 
multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver 
transportation and help incentivize development that will fill the gaps in between areas of economic 
activity. 
 
The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain 
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor).  
This project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel 
options to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The 
Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city 
neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor provides solutions to 
one of the top civic challenges emerging in the City’s Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit 
and infrastructure. 
 
Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions 
of dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation 
Corridor including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation 
Grant, and several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2019 BUILD will help Memphis 
greatly accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other 
modes of transportation, and most of all getting more citizens to work. 
 
Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your 
favorable consideration of our application. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Kennard D. Brown 
Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Operations Officer 



Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare | 1211 Union Avenue, Suite 700 | Memphis, TN 38104 
Email: (Cato.Johnson@mlh.org) | Phone: 901-516-0551 | Assistant: (Candace.Smith3@mlh.org)  

 

 July 15, 2019 

 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 1200  
New Jersey Avenue, SE Washington, DC 20590 

 
RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2019 BUILD Application Dear Secretary 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

Please accept this letter as an expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area 
Transit Authority (MATA) application for the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 
(BUILD) Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate 
above 26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity addresses one of the greatest transportation needs 
in our community. 
 

The vision of this project is to provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising 
technology to deliver public transportation that will assist many Memphians to get to work and provide 
tourists with access to major streets with many different attractions and anchor organizations such as 
our institution Methodist University hospital. As the academic teaching hospital, located in the heart of 
Memphis, we support this proposal and consider ourselves partners as the proposed dedicated route 
will operate on Union Avenue near our organization which will be beneficial to both our patients and 
associates. As a community hospital system serving Memphis residents for 100 years, we're truly 
invested in providing access to all and encouraged to see the City of Memphis and MATA, apply to 
develop and sustain the city's first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project 
(Innovation Corridor). 
 

I understand this project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase 
high-frequency travel options to access jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. It 
is exciting to see the vision behind the Innovation Corridor addressing critical needs in our City like 
connecting low income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. Innovative 
solutions are necessary in the midst of civic challenges in an urban area like Memphis, such as 
transportation, and I hope you will look favorably upon this application. Thank you in advance for your 
consideration. 

   
  Respectfully, 
 

 
  Cato Johnson 
  Sr. VP, Public Policy & Regulatory Affairs  
  Chief of Staff 
 

 





	

	

July 15, 2019 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2019 BUILD Application  
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
  
Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority 
(MATA) application for the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) 
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing 
safety, infrastructure, and the needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2019 
BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation 
project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal 
solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help 
incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment. 
 
The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain 
the city's first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This 
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options 
to access jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor will 
serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to 
employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar 
service in downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main 
grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit corridor. In 
addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 
Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure. 
 
Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of 
dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor 
including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and 
several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2019 BUILD will help Memphis greatly 
accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of 
transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work. 
 
Thank you for making this opportunity available to America' s communities. We appreciate your favorable 
consideration of our application. 
 
Regards, 
 
Pragati Srivastava, AICP, Administrator 
Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 







EDGE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GROWTH ENGINE
FOR MEMPHIS & SHELBY COUNTY

100 Peabody Place, Suite 1100
Memphis, IN 38103-3652
P: (901) 341-2100
F: (901) 527-9224

www.growth-englne.org

July 15, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2019 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2019 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to economic opportunities and needed services are top priorities in our
community. A successful 2019 BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned
public surface transportation project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This
project will provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices
to move people where they need and want to go more effectively and efficiently.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop the city's first
rapid transit project - the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). The result of three
years of intensive study and debate, the Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line
connecting low-income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The
Innovation Corridor will connect with streetcars servicing downtown and midtown; to bicycle and
pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit
service and the next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic
challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Flan: better public transit and infrastructure.

2019 BUILD will help Memphis increase mobility and accelerate efforts to build density, spur infill
development, expand educational opportunities, increase the use of public transit - and get more of our
citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America's communities. We appreciate your favorable
consideration of our application.

Respectfully,

Reid Dulberger
President & CEO

Reid Dulberger
President & CEO

Chief Economic Development Officer, Memphis/Shelby Counfy
RDuiberget@growth-engine.org



 
  

 
 
 

 






