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July 17,2018

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the application submitted by the Memphis Area Transit
Authority for funding through the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) grant program.

The officials with the Memphis Area Transit Authority tell me their proposal, the Memphis
Innovation Corridor Project, will increase the travel options for residents in low income and
central city neighborhoods throughout the Memphis area. The Memphis Innovation Corridor
Project will make it easier for Memphians to access their jobs, educational opportunities, and
more affordable housing.

I hope you will give all due consideration to the Memphis Area Transit Authority’s
application. I’d be glad to furnish additional information, or your office may wish to be in touch
with Lucas Da Pieve of my staff at (202) 224-4944.

Sincerely,

Qi

Lamar Alexander'
United States Senator



BOB CORKER 425 DiRKsEN SENATE OFFiCE B

TENNESSEE

Linited States Senate

JUly 13, 2018 SPEC .-!_ COMM ."i--j ON

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing in regard to the Memphis Area Transit Authority’s (MATA) application for funding
through the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) program.
(DTOS59-18-RA-BUILD1)

As a large urban area with a low population density, the City of Memphis faces unique
challenges in providing quality public transportation. The addition of a high poverty rate
highlights the need for quality public transportation in Memphis. If awarded funding, MATA
would develop the city’s first rapid transit corridor. This corridor would connect low income
neighborhoods with access to job and education centers in the city. This new connection would
allow for a greater utilization of the city’s workforce.

[ appreciate your attention in this matter and hope you will give this proposal all due
consideration. Please keep me informed about the progress of this proposal and when a decision
is made. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Holt Edwards with my
office at (202) 224-3344,

Sincerely,

T A

Bob Corker
United States Senator

BC/he
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July 18, 2018

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

1 would like to offer my support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly
implement a planned public surface transportation project expected to spur further private
investment and public use. This project will provide a solution that utilizes the most promising
technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help incentivize development that will
fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The Memphis Innovation Corridor Project, or Innovation Corridor, is recommended after three
years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options to access decent jobs, quality
educational opportunities, and affordable housing. This important project will serve as an east-
west trunk line that will connect low-income and central city neighborhoods to employment and
education centers. It connects with the streetcar service returning to downtown and midtown,
bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system,
and existing transit services and the next planned rapid transit corridor. Lastly, the Innovation
Corridor provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0
Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling
billions of dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the
Innovation Corridor including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood
Implementation Grant, and several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue,

Should you or your staff have any questions regarding support for this project, please contact me

or my staff at (202) 225-4714.
SincereiE ‘ : ' q 3
David Kustoff

Member of Congress
DYERSBURG MARTIN MEMPHIS JACKSON
100 MAIN STREET 406 SouTH LINDELL STREET 5900 POPLAR AVENUE 117 NoATH LIBERTY STREET
Sute 1 MarTiN, TN 38237 Surte 202 Jackson, TN 38301
Dverspung, TN 38024 {731} 412-1043 Mempwis, TN 38319 {731) 423-4848

{731} 4121037 (901) 682-4422
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The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to offer my support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA)
application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation
grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting
more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure,
and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help
Mempbhis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project expected to spur
further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the
most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help incentivize development
that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options
to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor
will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to
employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar
service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main
to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit
corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0
Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of
dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor
including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and
several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly
accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of
transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Once again, | offer my strong support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority in their
application for the 2018 BUILD Transportation Grant. Thank you for making this opportunity available to
America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable consideration of our application.

As always, | remain,

Most sincerely,

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress
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RAYMOND A. POHLMAN
Vice President, Government & Community Relations
Custorner Satisfaction

July 16, 2018

The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of AutoZone, | am pleased to support the application from the City of
Memphis and the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) for the 2018 Better
Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant.

AutoZone is one of the largest employers in downtown Memphis and we have
worked diligently to support a pedestrian and transit friendly environment for our
employees and business partners. The proposed Bus Rapid Transit connecting
the University District, Midtown, Medical Center, and Downtown will definitely
facilitate reduced traffic congestion, travel times, and air pollution.

We encourage your favorable consideration of the City of Memphis and MATA
grant application.

Sincerely,
O~ J%i'f
/4 y—
(on Iy
Ray Pohiman

Vice President, Government & Community Relations
Customer Satisfaction
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July 18, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao,

On behalf of ServiceMaster Global Holdings, Inc., | am pleased to support the application from
the City of Memphis and the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) for the 2018 Better
Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant.

ServiceMaster opened its new corporate headquarters in downtown Mempbhis this year after a
national search for our new facility. We located in downtown in part to provide a pedestrian
oriented vibrant environment for our employees. The proposed Bus Rapid Transit route from
the University of Memphis area to downtown complements the environment we are trying to
offer our employees and will enable many to use transit for their home to work trip without

using their personal vehicle.

We support the plan and encourage the U. S. Department of Transportation to award the grant
requested by the City of Memphis and MATA.

Respectfuily,

2 it

Thomas L. Campbell
Vice President & Deputy General Counsel
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July 16, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, | am pleased to support the
application from the City of Memphis and the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA)
for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant.

St. Jude is a world class research and treatment hospital for childhood catastrophic
diseases and has its main campus in the downtown area in relative proximity to the
proposed Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line. Our campus includes approximately 4,500
employees and tens of thousands of patient and family visits each year. The proposed
BRT will facilitate access for our employees living along this corridor. It will also enable
out of town family members that may arrive without personal transportation to
conveniently access the hospital and their family members.

We urge you to approve the Memphis and MATA application and will continue to
support progressive commuter options including the BRT.

Chief Government Affairs Officer

262 Dy Phomas Place. Memphis, TN 3R1T05-3678 | t901.595.3300 1] wawwstude.org
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July 13, 2018

The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this letter as an expression of support for the City of Memphis and
Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a sprawling city
with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more
citizens to opportunity addresses one of the greatest transportation needs in our
community.

The vision of this project is to provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most
promising technology to deliver public transportation that will assist many Memphians to
get to work and provide tourists with access to major streets with many different
attractions and anchor organizations, such as our institution Methodist University
hospital. As the academic teaching hospital, located in the heart of Memphis, we
support this proposal and consider ourselves partners as the proposed dedicated route
will operate on Union Avenue near our organization which will be beneficial to both our
patients and associates. As a community hospital system serving Memphis residents for
100 years, we're truly invested in providing access to all and encouraged to see the City
of Memphis and MATA, apply to develop and sustain the city’s first rapid transit project,
the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor).

| understand this project is recommended after three years of studying how best to
increase high-frequency travel options to access jobs, quality educational opportunities,
and affordable housing. It is exciting to see the vision behind the Innovation Corridor
addressing critical needs in our City like connecting low income and central city
neighborhoods to employment and education centers. Innovative solutions are
necessary in the midst of civic challenges in an urban area like Memphis, such as
transportation, and | hope you will look favorably upon this application. Thank you in
advance for yoyr consideration.

Cot Mk —

Cato Johns

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare
SVP, Public Policy & Regulatory Affairs
Chief of Staff

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare | 1211 Union Avenue | Suite 700 | Memphis, TN 38104
Email:(Cato.Johnson@MLH.org) | Phone: 901-516-0551 | Asst:(Candace.Smith3@MLH.org)
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July 2, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit
Authority (MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety,
infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD
application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project
expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution
that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help
incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and
sustain the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor).
This project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel
options to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation
Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods
to employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as
streetcar service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the
TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned
rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our
Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling
billions of dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation
Corridor including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation
Grant, and several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis

Suite 700 ¢ 125 N. Main Street « Memphis, Tennessee 38103-2078 ¢ (901) 576-6000 « FAX (901) 576-6018



greatly accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other
modes of transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your
favorable consideration of our application.




Shelby County Government

MARK H. LUTTRELL, JR.
MAYOR

July 2, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) application for
the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land
mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity,
while also addressing safety, infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018
BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project expected to
spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising
technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and
chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain the city’s first rapid
transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This project is recommended after three years
of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and
affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city
neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar
service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and
bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to
one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of dollars between
Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor including the Memphis Medical District,
a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue,
2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and
other modes of transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable consideration of our
application.

Mark H. Luttrell, Jr. ‘

Shelby County Mayor

VASCO A. SMITH, JR. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
160 North Main Street, 11th Floor + Memphis, TN 38103 + 901-222-2000 + Fax 901-222-2005
www.shelbycountytn.gov
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July 17,2018

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit
Authority (MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square
miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic
activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in
our community. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly
implement a planned public surface transportation project expected to spur further private
investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most
promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help incentivize development
that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and
sustain the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation
Corridor). This project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-
frequency travel options to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable
housing. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income
and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor
connects with other modes such as streetcar service returning to downtown and midtown; to
bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system;
and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides
solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan:
better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling
billions of dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the
Innovation Corridor including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood
Implementation Grant, and several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018
BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development,

An Equal Opportunity - Affirmative Action University



The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
July 17,2018
Page 2

increase access to transit and other modes of transportation, and most of all getting more of our
citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your
favorable consideration of our application.

Sincerely,

M. David Rudd
President

An Equal Opportunity « Affirmative Action University
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July 17, 2018

Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Secretary Chao:

On behalf of Southwest Tennessee Community College (STCC), I am pleased to support the
application from the City of Memphis and the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) for the
2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant.

Southwest Tennessee Community College is in the Medical Center area, which is virtually in the
center of the corridor in question. We have over 10,500 students, faculty and staff; and
accommodating our students with parking is a challenge. The Bus Rapid Trait route would be a
great enhancement to enable STCC to use transit and significantly reduce the use of personal
vehicles associated parking problems.

We request that you award this grant to the City of Memphis and MATA and we are confident
the project will be highly successful.

Respectfully,

N\ W)
Dr. Tracy D"/Hall

President
Southwest Tennessee Community College

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Macon Cove Campus © Union Avenue Campus  Fayette Site © Gill Center ® Maxine A. Smith Center © Millington Center ® Whitehaven Center

Southwest Tennessee Community College, a Tennessee Board of Regents institution, is an affirmative action/equal opportunity college.



GREATER MEMPHIS CHAMBER

July 16, 2018

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of our 2,000 member companies, I am pleased to support the application from
the City of Memphis and the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) for the 2018 Better
Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant.

The proposed Bus Rapid Transit route will link our largest university with the medical
center and downtown Memphis. The Memphis Medical Center is not only a major health
care complex but also houses a concentration of students for the University of Tennessee,
Southwest Tennessee Community College, and a number of hospital sponsored nursing
programs.

In general, this corridor is one of our largest employment centers and the BRT will
enhance home to work trips as well as educational, governmental and recreational
activities.

We urge your support of the grant and look forward to working with U. S. Department of
Transportation on making this a highly successful project.

Sincerely,

/4/&

Philip H. Trenary
President and CEO

22 N. Front Street, Suite 200, Memphis, TN 38103
P.O. Box 224, Memphis, TN 38101-0224 General: (901) 543-3500 Fax: (201) 543-3510



Enterprises

July 16, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am pleased to support the application from the City of Memphis and the Memphis Area
Transit Authority (MATA) for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) Transportation grant.

Our company is a third generation development company that has contributed to the
resurgence of downtown Memphis and economic development throughout the city. We
believe that the objectives of the BUILD Grant and the transit plan associated with this
application will help fill the gap in transportation for our city.

We respectfully request that you support this application and award the grant to Memphis.

Sincerely,
Ronald A. Belz a/
President

Peabody Place |
Box 3661 | Memphis,
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July 16, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

| am pleased to support the application from the City of Memphis and the Memphis Area
Transit Authority (MATA) for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) Transportation grant.

Our company is devoted to revitalizing key areas of Memphis with emphasis on the
University District, Midtown, and other areas of the proposed transit corridor. In addition
to providing access to employment for residents, we believe that the Bus Rapid Transit
will stimulate new private capital investment, local taxes, and employment in the areas
along the corridor.

We fully support the proposal and look forward to the progress that it will generate for
Memphis.

Respectfully,

0

Robert E. Loeb
President

P.O.Box 171247 Memphis, TN 38187-1247 - 825 Valleybrook Drive Memphis, TN 38120
Phone 901-761-3333 Fax 901-761-3334 - LoebProperties.com
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July 10,2018

The Honorable Elaine 1. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to economic opportunities and needed services are top priorities in our
community. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly implementa planned
public surface transportation project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This
project will provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices
to move people where they need and want to go more effectively and efficiently.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop the city’s first
rapid transit project -- the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). The result of
three years of intensive study and debate, the Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line
connecting low-income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The
Innovation Corridor will connect with streetcars servicing downtown and midtown; to bicycle and
pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit
service and the next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic
challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better public transit and infrastructure.

2018 BUILD will help Memphis increase mobility and accelerate efforts to build density, spur infill
development, expand educational opportunities, increase the use of public transit -- and get more of our
citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable
consideration of our application.

Respectfully,

Reid Dulberger

Reld Dulberger
President/CEO
Chief Economic Development Officer Memphis/Shelby Co.
RDulberger@growth-engine,org
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July 16, 2018

The Honorable Efaine 1. Chao
Secretary

U.5. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE; Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety,
infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD
application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project
expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution
that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help
incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project {Innovation Corridor). This
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options
to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor
will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to
employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar
service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main
to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit
corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0
Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect significant public and private investments between
Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the innovation Corridor including the
Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several large
retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to
build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of transportation, and
most of all getting more of our citizens to work.



Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable
consideration of our application.

Acerely,

Teresa Sloyan
President
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July 16, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety,
infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD
application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project
expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution
that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help
incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options
to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor
will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to
employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar
service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main
to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit
corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0
Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of
dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor
including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and
several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly
accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of
transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable
consideration of our application.

cott A. Brockman, A.A.E
President and CEO

Memphis International Airport | General DeWitt Spain Airport | Charles W. Baker Airport
Owned and Operated by Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority
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The Honorable Elaine I. Chao, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

July 10, 2018
RE:  Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA)
application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a
sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more citizens to
opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure, and the needs of the future
are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly
implement a planned public surface transportation project expected to spur further private investment and public
use. This project will provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to
deliver transportation and help incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain the city’s
first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This project is
recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options to access jobs, quality
educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that
will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation
Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar service in downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian
projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next
planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our
Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of dollars
between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor including the
Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several large retail and
hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to build density, spur infill
development, increase access to transit and other modes of transportation, and most of all getting more of our
citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable
consideration of our application.

Regards,

Pragati Skiyastava, AICP, Administrator
Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

T901.636.7190 F 901636.7272

125 N Main Street, Suite 450
Memphis, TN 38103
memphismpo.org




July 17, 2018

The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity is a top priority for our community. Equally important is
growing economic activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure, and needs of our future. A
successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface
transportation project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will
provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver
transportation and help incentivize development to fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners like the Downtown Memphis
Commission, are applying to develop and sustain the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis
Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This project is recommended after three years of
studying how to best increase high-frequency travel options to access decent jobs, quality educational
opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk-line that
will connect low-income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The
Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as trolley service returning to downtown and
midtown Memphis; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike
share system; and to existing transit service. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic
challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of
dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor
including South City, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several large retail
and hotel projects along Union Avenue. Connecting these important Downtown neighborhoods is critical
to building the density we need to create a robust city core. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly
accelerate goals to build this density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes
of transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to our community. We appreciate your favorable

consideration of our application.

Respectfully,
(.M% K. Qswald
7

Jennifer Oswalt, President & CEO
Downtown Memphis Commission
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July 2, 2018

The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety,
infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD
application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project
expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution
that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help
incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options
to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor
will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to
employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar
service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main
to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid transit
corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0
Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of
dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor
including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and
several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly
accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of
transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable
consideration of our application.

125 N Main Street, Suite 468 | Memphis, TN 38103 | 901-576-6601
www.sustainableshelby.com | www.midsouthgreenprint.org
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Sincerely,

Jenna Thompson, M.Arch, LEED AP
Administrator
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July 2, 2018

The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Memphis Medical District Collaborative is pleased to support the City of Memphis’
and Memphis Area Transit Authority’s (MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a city with a land
mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more citizens to
opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure,
and needs of the future are our top priorities. This is especially true in the Memphis
Medical District, a 2.5 square mile area of the city with eight large medical, educational,
and research institutions educating and employing more than 24,000 pedple.

A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis quickly implement a public surface
transportation project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This
project provides a multimodal solution that uses technology and best practices to deliver
transportation and incentivize development. The City of Memphis and MATA, with the
support of many partners, are applying to develop the city’s first rapid transit project, the
Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). The Innovation Corridor will
increase high-frequency travel options to connect people to jobs, educational
opportunities, and affordable housing options. The Innovation Corridor will be an east-
west line that connects low income and central city neighborhoods to employment and
education centers. The Innovation Corridor will also connect with other existing modes of
transportation such as streetcar service; bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the
completed TIGER IV Main to Main grant; the city’'s new bike share system; and existing
transit service. This Innovation Corridor connects billions in private and public investments
between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, including the Memphis
Medical District, a HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several retail,
residential, and hotel projects.

2018 BUILD will help Memphis accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development,
increase access to transit, and most of all get more of our citizens to work. Thank you for
making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your
consideration of our application.

Sincerely,

s

Thomas A. Pacello
President, Memphis Medical District Collaborative

656 Madison Avenue - Memphis, TN 38103 - 901.552.4781 - mdcollaborative.org VITAL T0 MEMPHIS
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July 2, 2018

The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA), please accept this expression of
support for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant
application. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and a poverty rate above 26%, connecting
more citizens to opportunity as well as growing economic activity are top priorities in our community — all the
while addressing safety, infrastructure and future needs. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis to
more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project, expected to spur further private
investment and public use. This project will provide a multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising
technology as well as best practices to deliver transportation. We firmly believe this will help incentivize
development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

With the support of many partners, The City of Memphis and MATA are applying to develop and sustain the city’s
first rapid transit project: the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project. After three years of studying how to best
increase high-frequency travel options to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities and affordable
housing, this project is being recommended. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east to west trunk line,
connecting low income and central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation
Corridor connects with other modes, such as: streetcar service returning to downtown and midtown; bicycle and
pedestrian projects, such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and existing transit service as
well as the next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges
emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments, totaling billions of dollars
between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis. This includes the Innovation Corridor in the
Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, as well as several large retail
and hotel projects along Union Avenue. The 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to build
density, spur infill development, increase access to transit as well as other modes of transportation, and most of
all: getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your favorable

consideration of our application.

Sincerely,

Steve J. Bares, Ph.D.
President & Executive Director
Memphis Bioworks Foundation
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July 2, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, Memphians need better connections to opportunity and growing economic activity. As these
connections are built, system improvements should prioritize safety, infrastructure and flexibility for
future needs. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis more quickly implement a planned
public surface transportation project expected to spur further private investment and public use.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel
options to access living wage or better paying jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable
housing. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and
central city neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects
with other modes such as streetcar service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and
pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing
transit service and the next planned rapid transit corridor.

This investment in transportation provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges sited in the
Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure. The BUILD project will provide a
multimodal solution built on leading technology and best practices to deliver transportation and help
incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment. Developing this
transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of dollars between
Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor, including the
Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several large
retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to
build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of transportation, and
most of all, get more of our citizens to work.

As partners with MATA and the City of Memphis on the Mempbhis 3.0 project, as well as on other
neighborhood development projects, civic tech projects and mobility projects, Innovate Memphis fully
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supports this application as a significant investment in transportation that can be leveraged for further
growth and neighborhood development.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your
favorable consideration of our application.

Justin Entzminger
Executive Director
Innovate Memphis
516 Tennessee Street
Memphis, TN 38103



July 16, 2018

The Honorable Elaine |. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit
Authority (MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347
square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and
growing economic activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure, and needs of the
future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help
Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project
expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a
multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to
deliver transportation and help incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and
chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop
and sustain the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project
(Innovation Corridor). This project is recommended after three years of studying how best
to increase high-frequency travel options to access decent jobs, quality educational
opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor will serve as an east-west
trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to employment and
education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar
service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the
TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the
next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic
challenges emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and
infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling
billions of dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along
the Innovation Corridor including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice
Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and several large retail and hotel projects along
Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly accelerate goals to build density, spur
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infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of transportation, and most
of all getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate
your favorable consideration of our application.

Best regards

AAT Al—

John Paul Shaffer, AICP

Executive Director

\ / i /
y P.O. Box 41862, Memphis, TN 38174 / 901.725.0460\L0Gmemphis.org /
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July 17, 2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this expression of support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority
(MATA) application for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation grant. In a sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above
26%, connecting more citizens to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing
safety, infrastructure, and needs of the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018
BUILD application will help Memphis to more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation
project expected to spur further private investment and public use. This project will provide a
multimodal solution that utilizes the most promising technology and best practices to deliver
transportation and help incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic
disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel
options to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation
Corridor will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city
neighborhoods to employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other
modes such as streetcar service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects
such as the TIGER IV Main to Main grant and bike share system; and to existing transit service and the
next planned rapid transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges
emerging in our Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of
dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor
including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and
several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly
accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of
transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work

47 Union Avenue « Memphis, TN 38103 « Phone: 901-543-5300 « Fax: 901-543-5350



Thank you for making this opportunity available to America’s communities. We appreciate your
favorable consideration of our application.

Sincerely,

Kevin Kane

President & CEO
Memphis Tourism
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July 12,2018

The Honorable Elaine I. Chao

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Memphis, Tennessee and MATA 2018 BUILD Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept our support for the City of Memphis and Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) application
for the 2018 Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation grant. In a
sprawling city with a land mass of 347 square miles and poverty rate above 26%, connecting more citizens
to opportunity and growing economic activity, while also addressing safety, infrastructure, and needs of
the future are top priorities in our community. A successful 2018 BUILD application will help Memphis to
more quickly implement a planned public surface transportation project to spur further private investment
and public use. This project will utilize the most promising technology and best practices to deliver
transportation and help incentivize development that will fill the gaps of blight and chronic disinvestment.

The City of Memphis and MATA, with the support of many partners, are applying to develop and sustain
the city’s first rapid transit project, the Memphis Innovation Corridor Project (Innovation Corridor). This
project is recommended after three years of studying how best to increase high-frequency travel options
to access decent jobs, quality educational opportunities, and affordable housing. The Innovation Corridor
will serve as an east-west trunk line that will connect low income and central city neighborhoods to
employment and education centers. The Innovation Corridor connects with other modes such as streetcar
service returning to downtown and midtown; to bicycle and pedestrian projects such as the TIGER IV Main
to Main grant and Explore Bike Share system; and to existing transit service and the next planned rapid
transit corridor. In addition, it provides solutions to one of the top civic challenges emerging in our
Memphis 3.0 Comprehensive Plan: better transit and infrastructure.

Developing this transportation network will connect public and private investments totaling billions of
dollars between Downtown Memphis and the University of Memphis, and along the Innovation Corridor
including the Memphis Medical District, a recent HUD Choice Neighborhood Implementation Grant, and
several large retail and hotel projects along Union Avenue. 2018 BUILD will help Memphis greatly
accelerate goals to build density, spur infill development, increase access to transit and other modes of
transportation, and most of all getting more of our citizens to work.

Thank you for this opportunity. We appreciate your favorable consideration of the application.

Sincerely,

TreyKo/e
Execlitive Director, Explore Bike Share

EXPLOREBIKESHARE.COM
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